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ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 


The House Committee on Armed Services had its first meeting in 
the 83d Congress on January 6, 1953. In view of the fact that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower had not yet been inaugurated, the committee was 
unaware of the attitude of the new administration on legislative pro- 
posals. Therefore during the period January 6-January 27 the 
committee conducted a series of inquiries and briefings on matters 
within the committee’s jurisdiction. 


On January 2 


ture consisting of three 


subcommittees 


7 the committee was formally organized into a struc- 
as follows: 


SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 1 
Mr. SHAFER, C/ man 
Mr. Coie, | ice Chairman 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM Mr. PHILBIN 
Mr. Hess Mr. Priet 
Mr. NELSON Mr. FisHer 
Mr. BrsHop Mr. Doyut 
Mr. Suir Mr. BENNETT 
Mr. DurRHAM 
\lr. FARRINGTON, Deleg 
SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 
Mr \RI D ( l un 
Mr. Gavin, | ( m 
Mr. Van Zanp1 Mir. WKWILDAY 
Mr. Parrerson Mr. Rivers 
Mr. Bares Mr. HfeerR1 
Mr. N&eLson \Ir. Harpy 
Mr. O’IXonsk1 Mr. MI..er 
Mr. Barriert, Delegate 
SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 3 
Vir. Jounson, Cl n 
Mr. Norriap, | Chairman 
Mr. Van ZANpb1 Mr. Brooks 
Mr. DreveREUX Mr. WInsTEAD 
Mr. Bray Mr. GREED 
Mr. SmirH Mir. WiekKERSHAM 
Mr. WILSON Mr PATTEN 
Mr. FeRNOs-ISERN, Resident Commissione 


Subsequent full committee action added the following subcom- 


miuttees: 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM 
Mr. Bates 
Mr. NELSON 


Mr. Hess, Chai 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


DEFENSE ACTIVITIES SUBCOMMITTEE 


rman 


HEBERT 
FISHER 
Harpy 
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ACQUISITION AND DISPOSALS 
Mr. CUNNID 1AM, Cha ” 


Mr. B Mr. FISHER 
Mr. N ON Mr. Har 


INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF MAJ. WILLIAM B. HOLOHAN 
Mr. ¢ Mr. Kinpay 


MILITARY HOSPITALS 
Nir SHAFER, ¢ 


NI (CUNNINGHAM \Ir. River 
Mr. NELSON Mr. PHiLBIn 


MILITARY HOUSING 


Mir. Jounson, C) 
Mr. CUNNINGHAM \Ir. BRooK 
Mr. Bates Mr. River 
Mr. DeVEREUX Mr. MILLER 


Mr. WiLson Mr. BENNY 
rRAVERSE CITY AIR FORCE BASE 


Mr. CUNNINGHAM Mr. River 
Mr. Bares Mr. WicKERSHAM 
The chairman, Mr. Short, and the ranking minority member, 
\Ir. Vinson, are ex officio members of all subcommittees 
On February 4, 1953, the full committee held its first legislative 
meetmeg Krom that date through August 20, 1954, there were 97 meet- 
s of the full committee, 146 meetings of subcommittees and 104 


meetings of the investigative subcommittee, the Defense Activities 
Subcommittee, for a total of 47 meetings on the lecislats c and 
investigative activities of the committe More than 140 bills and 


resolutions were considered durin e the 83d Congress, re sulting in 97 
puble laws and 6 private laws 
Some of the major legislative accomplishments of the committee 


vere the amendment and extension of the Doctor Draft Aet (Publie 


Law 84); provision for the disposal of the Government-owned syn- 
thetic rubber plants (Public Law 205); the establishment of a survivor 
benefits plan for retired personnel of the uniformed servics Publie 
Law 239); the granting of ithority to 1 President to lend, o1 
otherwise wake available il vessels to Fraree. Italy. Turkey 
and friendly far eastern nations (Public Law 188 and Publie Law 
214 the granting of authority to the Seeretaries of the milits ry 
departments to acquire or construet ind strial-type facilities and 
wequilre and stockpile machine tool (Publi Law 130): the crantine 
of authority to the military departments to proceed Vithb construction 


items totaling approximately $490 million (Publie Law 209): provi- 


sion for a sta orv svstem of promotion for oflhicers of the Reserve 
| 


components of the Armed Forces (Public Law 773); the establish- 


ment of the Air Foree Academy (Public Law 325); a substantial 
increase in the reenlistment honus for enlisted persol el of all of the 
services (Public Law 506); a military housing bill to provide 
1 family dwellings for married service personnel (Public 


Law 765); an additional authorization to the military departments 
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for military construction items totaling approximately $835 million 
(Public Law 534); the establishment of a statutory system for warrant 
officers, including promotion, forced attrition, and retirement (Publi 
Law 379): the granting of authority for two additional Assistant 
Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, respectively (Public 
Law 562). 
A synopsis of each of the foregoing major legislative items, and 

synopsis of all other bills heard and approved by the committee is as 
follows: 


Pusniic Laws 


lo require an annual review of military personnel requirements, a 
purposes 


Public Law 7 placed temporary limitations by grade on the numbet 


of officers who might serve on active duty in the Armed Forees. It 
repealed a provision of the 1953 Defense Appropriation Act which 
would have prevented or retarded pr { of certain officers 
during 1953. This was later followed by a complete review of the 
i | ] 2 ‘ 1 { ] } 
whole promotlon problem which will be me: hed hereaitel Publi 
Law 7 has been superseded DY Public Law 349 
Pusuie Law 8—S. 1118 
To amend the Depe ents \ sistal © Act Oo 1950 LO ont it ‘ { t i 
oft the provisions tnereol 
This act extended the Dependents Assistance Act to Julv 1, 1955 
This is the law under which enlisted ] mnel 1 sed 
allowances for their dependents 
Pusitic Law 15-—S. 1110 
To authorize the appointment of a Deputy Director of ¢ ral Int ( 
Tl ‘DOS ‘the ae ‘ | | 
1e purpose of the act Is stated in the title 
PusBtic Law 16—S. 1229 
lo continue the effectiveness of the Missing Persons Act, as amended and 





extended, untl July 1, 1954 


This act continues the effectiveness of the Missing Persons Act, as 
amended and extended, until July 1, 1954. The statute would other- 
wise have expired on April 1, 1953. The Missing Persons Act pro- 
vides that the heads of executive departments may continue to credit 
the pay accounts, and make, continue, or modify allotments to 
dependents of service personnel and civilians who are 'n a missing 
status. If allotments are not in effect when the serviceman is placed 
in & missing category, the head of the department concerned is au- 
thorized to make allotments to care for dependents. This statute 
was enacted to continue the Missing Persons Act in effect until July 
1, 1954, so that a study could be conducted within the Department of 
Defense after which permanent legislation could be proposed to the 
Congress. It is estimated that the cost of the act for all military 
services would approximate $20 million annually 
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Pusuic Law 21—H. R 130 


lo permit continued use of appropriations under the Defense Appropriation Act 
of 1953 for ARO, Ine 

A rider in the fiseal 1953 defense appropriation bill placed a restric- 
tion on the continued availability of the funds provided in that bill 
for the payment of ARO, Inc., a corporation which was managing the 
Arnold) Engineering Development Center, Tullahoma, Tenn., by 
virtue of a contract with thy Departn nt of Air Force. The com- 
mittee and the Congress found the initial objections to this contract 
to be without merit and removed existing restrictions through the 
enactment of this bill 


lo authorize the Secretary of the Na to furnish certain supplies and services to 
foreign naval vessels on a reimbursable basis, and for other purposes 
This act authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to furnish supplies 
and services such as pilotage, repairs, and other similar services on a 
reimbursable basis to foreign naval vessels. Previously, it) was 
necessary that foreign governments pay for such supplies and services 
in advance although such advance payments were not required of the 
United States by foreign governments under similar circumstances. 


Pusiic Law 34—H. R. 2314 


To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to convey to the Tarrant County Water 
Control and Improvement District Numbered 1 certain parcels of land in 
exchange for other lands and interests therein at the former United States 
Marine Corps Air Station, Eagle Mountain Lake, Texas 
This act authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to convey to the 

Tarrant County Water Control and Improvement District No. 1 

of Tarrant County, Tex., all right, title, and interest (except avigation 

easements rights and other rights deemed necessary for retention by 
the Secretary of the Navy) in three parcels of land at the former 

United States Marine Corps Air Station, Eagle Mountain Lake, Tex. 

Conveyance of the property is conditioned upon conveyance to the 

United States by the water-control district of two parcels of land 

together with perpetual avigation easement rights over other lands 

of the district. These mutual conveyances will provide an equitable 
adjustment of land ownership at this installation. 







Pusiic Law 35—S. 1527 












To amend section 40b of the National Defense Act, as amended (41 Stat. 759, 777), 
to remove the limitation upon the tail of officers upon the active list for 


1 
Che 
recruiting service and for duty with ROTC units 





This act repeals that portion of the National Defense Act which 
provides that officers on the active list of the Army and Air Force 
shall not be detailed to recruiting duty or duty with ROTC units 
“when officers on the retired list can be secured who are competent.” 









PuBLic Law 36—S. 1546 








To amend the act authorizing the Secretarv of War to approve a standard design 


for a service flag and service lapel button 








This act authorizes the display of a service flag and the wearing of a 
lapel button by members of the immediate families of persons serving 
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in the Armed Forces much in the same manner as Was the case during 
World War ER. 


Pusiic Law 37—S. 1530 


To an nd the Armv-Na V Nur ( Act of 1947 to author e the appointment in 
the grade of first lieutenant of nurses and medical specialists in the Regular 
Army and Regular Air Foree, and appointment with rat f lieutenant nior 


grade) of nurses in the Regular Navy 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Pusiic Law 38—H. R. 2315 
To retrocede to the State of Vi a coneurrent risdietion over certain highways 
within Port aot Virgin a 


rn 


Phis act will retrocede to the State of Virginia jurisdiction over 
portions of highwavs within the Fort Belvoir Military Reservation to 
the extent that all laws of the State and of the United States shall be 
applicable thereon. The roads which are the subject of this act are 
heavily traveled by the civilian public and it is desirable, therefore, 
that they be policed by both militarv and civilian authorities with 
prime responsibility in the civilian authorities. 


Pusitic Law 39—S. 1528 


To continue in effeet certain appointments as offcers and as warrant officers of 
the Army and of the Air Foree 


The purpose of this act is to prevent a gap in the continuity of serv- 
ice for certain officers and warrant officers who were in the status of 
missing in action or captured by the enemy during the Korean hos- 
tilities and whose appointment would normally terminate before the 


person might be expected to be released from active military service. 


Pusuic Law 40—S. 1547 


To authorize payment for the transportation of household effeets of certain naval 
personnel 


The purpose of the act is to validate payments disallowed as the 
result of a Comptroller General’s decision for the cheiaameabatlaie at 
Government expense of household effects of certain persons released 
from active duty and to authorize the payment of those claims of 
individuals for reimbursement for expenses incurred in shipping house- 
hold effects upon release from active duty which were held by the 
Comptroller General to be authorized. 

Pusuic Law 41—H. R. 4554 
To retrocede to the State of Oklahoma concurrent jurisdiction over the right-of- 
wav for United States Highways 62 and 277 within the Fort Sill Military Reser- 
vation, Oklahoma 

This act will retrocede to the State of Oklahoma jurisdiction over 
portions of highways within the Fort Sil Military Reservation to the 
extent that all laws of the State and of the United States shall be 
applicable thereon. The roads which are the subje et of this act are 
heavily traveled by the civilian public and it is desirable, therefore, 
that they be policed by both military and civilian authorities with 
prime responsibiity in the civilian authorities. 
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Pustic Law 46—S. 1448 
To amend the Act of June 25, 1942, relating to the making of photographs and 
Knetehes Of propertt of the Militarv Establishment, to continue in eff t the 


rovisions thereof until six months after the present emergeney 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


lo authorize the Post Office Department to designate enlisted personnel of the 


Arm Navy Air lores \lar 


postal cler! and for other purposes 


ne Corps, and Coast Guard as postal clerks 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title 





Pusutic Law 84—-H. R. 4495 
Po amend t Universal Military Trainin vice Act, as amended, so as to 
pre le fo " il trat n, cla ( 1 induetion of certa medical, 
tal, and allied specialist categories, and for other purpo 


This law extended until July 1, 1955, the authority to mduct phy- 
sicians and dentists Perhaps of greater significance was the fact 
that this law made several changes in the basic Doctors Draft Act 
and removed the discriminatory features of certain parts of the original 
law It credited services performed prior to being accept d for medical 
training durmg World War Il and required the armed services to 
release doctors witbin 90 davs who would not have been eli rible fou 
compulsory service had this amendment been in effect when the 
original law was passed. Qualification for being placed in priority 
lV was ceduced from 21 to 18 months And in addition, a sliding 
scale basis for compulsory service was placed in the law for those with 


prior service. There were many other features in the law which 
fe 7 
extended the Doctors Draft Act. but these are probably the most 
important 
| Law 93—H 
| ( iue ft ecti ft Act \la 21, 1942, a \tended iting 
pect and audit of plants, bor , and records of defense contractor 
for the duration of the national emergenev proclaimed Decen her 15, 1950, ar 


t 


months thereait 


This act extends the statute passed in 1942 providing for the 
inspection, audit, and examination of the plants, books, and records 
of contractors with whom defense contracts have been placed. This 
authority will remain in effect until 6 months after the termination of 
the national emergency proclaimed by the President on December 
16, 1950, or until such earlier date as may be provided by the Congress 
by concurrent resolution or by the President. This act will provide 
the necessary surveillance over the records of defense contractors 


Pusiic Law 104—S8. 1550 
To authorize the President to preseribe the occasions upon which the uniform of 


any of the Armed Forces may be worn by persons honorablh 


discharged 
therefrom 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
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Pusuic Law 120—S. 1078 
To authorize the use of certificates by officers of the Armed Forees of the United 
States in connection with certain pay and allowance accounts of military and 


civilian personnel 


This act authorizes, until April 1, 1954, the use of certificates by 
officers of the Armed Forces of the United States in connection with 
certain pay and allowance accounts of military and civilian personnel 

Pusiic Law 123—S. 1544 


To repeal the authority to purchase discharge from the A he Na the 
Air Foree, and the Marine Corps 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title 


| 
| 
| 
- authorize the retire! ent ot hol -Re ™ lia! offieer of { t Arn y at! 1 All Fores 
having more than thirty vears‘active Federal ser\ ice under the same conditior 
presently provided for such officers having less than thirty years rv ice 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Pustic Law 128—H. R. 4214 


To continue the effeet of the statutor DroOovIsions re lating to the deposit of sa it 
for members of the Army and Air Force, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act was to extend the temporary law concerning 
the deposit of savings for members of the Army and Air Force until 


July 1, 1954. 


Pustic Law 129—S. 1529 


To amend the Act of July 28, 1942 (ch. 528, 56 Stat. 722), relating to posthumous 
appointments and commissions, and for other purposes 


This act amends existing law relating to posthumous appointments 

r promotions so that the date of death of a person previously carried 
in & Missing in action or similar status would be extablished as either 
the date of receipt of report that such person was dead or the date of 
the death finding made under the provisions of the Missing Persons 
Act. 


Pusiic Law 130—H. R. 5508 


f 


To provide certain construction and other authority for the military departments 
in time of war or national emergency 


This act provides authority for the Secretaries of the military 
departments to acquire, construct, expand, convert, and otherwise 
develop privately owned and publicly owned industrial-type plants 
and to establish a mobilization base through the acquisition and stock- 
piling of machine tools. This authority will be available during the 
national emergency proclaimed by the President on December 16, 
1950, and for 6 months thereafter, or until July 1, 1954, or until such 
date as may be specified by a concurrent resolution of the Congress, 
whichever is the earliest. ‘The need for this type of general authority 
arises from the inability to foresee with accuracy the requirements for 
construction or expansion of plants needed for defense production. 


52752—54- 
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Pr BLIK LAW 131 H. R 5637 


lo provide for the use of the American National Red Cross in aid of the 


Armed Forces 


Prior to the enactment of this law the services of the American Red 
Cross were available to the armed services only in times of national 
emergency, In recognition of the excellence of the services rendered, 
this law makes those services available on a permanent basis, in times 
of peace as well as in times of war and national emergency. 


Pusitic Law 135—S. 1644 


To amend the Act of Mav 27, 1940 (54 Stat. 223), as amended, and the Act of 


February 14, 1931 (46 Stat. L111), to remove the limitation upon the rank of 
Director of Music, the leader of the Military Academy Band, and to remove the 

nitation upon tl pav of tl eader of the United Stat Naval Academy 
Band, and to authorize the appointment of Lieutenant Commander Charles 
Brendler, United States Navy, to the permanent grade of commander in the 
Navy 


The purpose of the act is stated in the title. 
Pustic Law 188—S. 2277 (H. R. 6131 


To authorize the loan of submarines to the Government of Italy and a small 
aircraft carrier to the Government of France 


This act will authorize the loan to the Government of Italy, for a 
period of not more than 5 years, of 2 submarines for use by that 
Government to provide training for Italian units for antisubmarine 
warfare. This act will also authorize the loan to the Government of 
Kranece of a small aireraft carrier until 6 months after the cessation of 
hostilities in Indochina, as determined by the President, or 5 years 
after the date of this act, whichever is the earlier. 


Pusuic Law 205 H. R. 5728 


To authorize the « isposal of the Government-owned rubbe r-} roducing facilities, 


and for other purposes 


This act, known as the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Act, 
was probably one of the most important levislative items considered 
by the Armed Services Committee during the 83d Congress. Under 
this legislation, the machinery was established for the acceptance of 
bids by the Rubber Producing Facilities Disposal Commission for the 
eventual sale of the Government-owned rubber producing facilities 
to private industry. The law is surrounded with safeguards and before 
any sales become final, a report must be submitted to the Congress 
and either House may disapprove, individually or collectively, any 
of the recommended disposals. There are ample provisions in the 
law dealing with protection against monopoly, safeguards with respect 
to national security clauses and assurances that operators will be 
competent to produce an item so necessary for our national security. 
The 84th Congress will take the final action on any sales recommended 
by the Commission. 
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Pusiic Law 209—S. 2491 (H. R. 6545 


To authorize certain construction at military and naval installations, and for t} 
Alaska Communication System, and for other purposes 


This act is the fiscal vear 1954 military construction authority. It 
will permit the military departments to carry on essential construction 
at military installations within and without the United States. No 
new appropriation will be acquired since all funds will be derived from 
those already appropriated in past years. The total authority granted 
is approximately $490 million. 


Pusiic Law 214—S. 2539 
To authorize the loan of two submarines to the Government of Turkey 


This act authorizes the President to lend 2 submarines to the Gov- 
ernment of Turkey for a period of not more than 5 years. 


Pusuic Law 236—H. R. 5258 


To authorize the sale of Army, Navy, and Air Foree stores at military establist 


ments to civilian employe es of the Government, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is to authorize the Secretaries of the military 
departments to procure and sell stores to civilian officers and emplovees 
of the United States and such other persons specifically authorized by 
the Secretary concerned at military facilities outside the United States 
or in Alaska and at military facilities within the United States when 
the Seeretarv of the department concerned finds that it is impracti- 
cable for those persons to procure stores at private agencies without 
impairing the efficient operation of the military activity. 


Pusptic Law 239—H. R. 5304 


To permit members of the uniformed services to clect certain contingeneyv options 


and for other purposes 


There have been no provisions of law which would permit members 
of the uniformed services who achieve a retired status to receive a 
reduced amount of their retired pay during their lifetime in order that 
they might leave some annuity to their immediate survivors. This 
law will permit, on a wholly voluntary basis, retired officers and en- 
listed persons to receive a reduced retirement pay in order that they 
might leave one-eighth, one-fourth, or not to exceed one-half of their 
reduced retired pay as an annuity to their surviving widow or children 
Inasmuch as the plan is to be based on sound actuarial tables and 
requires no contribution on the part of the Government, it is self- 
liquidating. The enactment of this legislation into law is the cul- 
mination of 7 years effort on this subject by the House Committee on 
Armed Services. 

Pusnic Law 244—H. R. 6039 


To amend section 47e of the National Defense Act 


The purpose of this act is to permit advance standing in college 
ROTC for individuals when they have received equivalent training in 
secondary schools of the Army 55e training program. 
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Pusitic Law 268—H. R. 1245 


le for the conveyance of a tract of land in Dane County, Wisconsin, to 
the Wisconsin State Armory Board 


lo provi 


This act will authorize and direct the Secretary of the Army Lo 
convey without consideration to the Wisconsin State Armory Board, 
for the use of the Wisconsin Army National Guard, all of the Govern- 
ment’s interest in 8.8 acres of land and the improvements thereon at 
Truax Field, Dane County, Wis. The property will be used as a 
the construction of an armory. Provision is made that the 
Federal participation in the construction of the armory will be re- 
duced by an amount equivalent to the fair value of the 8.8 acres 
conveved Provision is also made for reversion of title to the United 
States should the property cease to be used for the training and main- 


Site fo 


taining of Reserve component units 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
Puspiic Law 296—H. R. 2842 


lo authorize the Secretary of Defense to transfer certain land and access rights 
to the Territory of Hawaii 


This bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Army to 
convey to the Territory of Hawaii all interest of the United States in 
two parcels of land within the Fort DeRussy Military Reservation, 
T. H., together with certain other access rights. About one-fifth 
of an acre is involved in this conveyance. Fee title is required by the 
Territory before it can develop a highway in that area. The property 
is excess to the needs of the De partment of Defense. 


Pusiic Law 301 S. 2689 (H R. 7305 


cede to the State of Ohio concurrent juriscietion over certain highways 
within Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 


The purpose of this act is to retrocede to the State of Ohio jyuris- 
diction over portions of highways within the reservation boundaries 
of the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base to the extent that all laws 
of the State and of the United States shall be applicable thereon. 


Pusniic Law 307—H. R. 2326 


fo amend the Act of August 3, 1950, as amended, to continue in effect the 


thereof relating to the authorized personnel strengths of the Armed 


Forces 


H. R. 2326 extended until July 31, 1957, provisions of the Universal 
Military Training and Service Act, which suspended the ceiling on the 
authorized active duty personnel strength of the Armed Forces. Had 
this law not been enacted, the authorized ceiling on the size of our 
Armed Forces would have been reduced on July 31, 1954, to 2,005,882 
men. Other provisions of existing law establish a ceiling of 5,000,000 
on the size of our Armed Forces 
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Pusiic Law 313—H. R. 5509 


To amend the Army-Navy Medical Services Corps Act of 1947 relating to the 
percent of colonels in the Medical Service Corps, Regular Army 


Public Law 313 permits the Medical Service Corps of the Army to 
have the same percentage distribution of full colonels in the Medical 
Service Corps of the Regular Army as is now applicable to all other 
male corps of the Army. The law does not increase the total number 
of permanent colonels authorized for the Regular Army, but does 
equalize opportunities for Regular officers serving in the Army Medical 
Service Corps, 

Pusiic Law 317—S. 1827 


To authorize the secretary of the Army to disclaim any terest of the United 
States in and to certain property located in the State of Washingtor 


The purpose of this act is to effect the release of all right, title, and 
interest or demand of the United States in or to the lands described in 
S. 1827 and to release, remise, and quitclaim such right, title, and 
interest to the persons who are successors in interest of the city of 
Seattle and King County, Wash., with respect to such lands. 


Pusuiic Law 318—S. J. Res. 34 
Authorizing the Secretary of the Army to receive for instruction at the Unite 


States Military Academy at West Point two citizens and subjects of the 
Kingdom of Thailand 


The purpose of this act is to authorize 2 citizens of the Kingdom of 
Thailand to attend the United States Military Academy and 2 citizens 
from the Kingdom of Belgium to attend the United States Naval 
Academy. 

Pusiic Law 325—H. R. 5337 
To provide for the establishment of a United States Air Force Academy, and fot 
other purposes 


This act authorizes the establishment of an Air Force Academy to 
provide undergraduate instruction and training comparable to that 
provided by the United States Military Academy and the United 
States Naval Adacemy for service of selected persons in the Air Force 

Pustic Law 326—S. 1548 (H. R. 2311 
} 


To provide for the exchange between the United States and th 
of Puerto Rico of certain lands and interest in lands in Puerto Rico 


e Commonwealth 


This act is designed to provide for the transfer to the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico of approximately 1,540.78 acres of fee-owned 
land and 10.81 acres of roadway, electric transmission line and water 
pipeline easements, no longer required for military use, in exchange 
for approximately 6,500 acres urgently required to expand the Salinas 
maneuver site which is owned by the United States 
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Pusztic Law 327—H. R. 5632 


for the conveyance of the Camp Butner Military Reservation, North 
Carolina, to the State of North Carolina 


This bill would authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey to 
the State of North Carolina all of the Government’s imterest in 2 
parcels of land, 26.4 and 4,734 acres, respectively, comprising portions 
of the former Camp Butner Military Reservation, N.C. The con- 
vevance will be without consideration and upon condition that the 
property be used for military purposes only. Provision is made for 
reversion of tithe under certain circumstances and also for use of the 
property by the Government during war or national emergency. 
The property has been under license to the National Guard since 
1948. This conveyance will permit a worthwhile military utilization 
of the property. 


Pusitic Law 343—SENaATE JOINT RESOLUTION 63 


Authorizing the District of Columbia to enter into interstate civil defense 


compacts 
The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Puspuic Law 346—H. R. 8539 


+ ] 


To extend the period of election under the Uniformed Services Contingency 
Option Act of 1953 for certain members of the uniformed services 

This act extended until November 1, 1954, the time during which 
active members of the uniformed services who have completed 18 
vears of service on the effective date of the Uniformed Services Con- 
tingency Option Act of 1953 may make an election to provide con- 
tinuing benefits for their survivors under the provisions of that act. 
The Uniformed Services Contingency Opiion Act was one of the out- 
standing pieces of legislation enacted during this Congress with 
respect to service personnel. 


Pusuic Law 349—H. R. 7103 


To establish limitations on the numbers of officers who may serve in various 
commissioned grades in the Army, Navy, Air Foree, and Marine Corps, and 
for other purposes 
This extremely important law establishes limitations on the number 

of officers who may serve in various commissioned grades in the Army, 

Navy, Air Foree, or Marine Corps. The limitations are based on a 

sliding-seale basis and are imposed upon the grade of major or equiv- 

alent, and above. ‘The enactment of this legislation should preclude 
any further necessity for imposing such limitations in appropriation 
acts. The law is based on the theory that as the number of officers 
increase, the percentage of senior officers decreases. It permits, how- 
ever, an orderly flow of promotions. Likewise, the law repealed the 

s atutory prohibition against voluntary retirement and restored to 

the Secretary of each military department the right to grant or with- 

hold the privilege of retiring upon the completion of 20 or more vears 
of service. 
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Puspuic Law 352—H. R. 5627 
To amend Publie Law 472, 81st Congress, approved April 11, 1950, entitled “An 

Act to promote the national Cefense and to contribute to more effective aero 

nautical research by authorizing professional rersonnel of the National Advisory 

Committee for Aeronautics to attend accredited graduate schools for research 

and study”’ 

This act will amend existing law by increasing to $100,900 the 
amount authorized to be expended in any fiscal year for salaries of 
scientific personnel of the National Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nauties to attend accredited graduate schools for research and study. 


Pusiic Law 354—S. 2247 
lo authorize certain members of the Arme? Forces to accept and wear 


cCecorations of certain fore 





The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Pusiic Law 367—H. R. 1433 
To prevent retroactive cheekaze of retire’ pav in the ca of certain enlisted 
men an’ warrant officers appointe' or a’ vance? to commissioned rank o1 are 


uncer the Act of July 24, 1941 (55 Stat. 603), as amen’ed, and for other purposes 


This act prevents the retroactive checkage of retired pay in the 
cases of 111 enlisted men and warrant officers. 
Pusiic Law 368—H. R. 2274 

To further amend the Aect of May 26, 1948, entitle?’ ‘“An Aet to establish Civil 

Air Patrol as a civilian auxiliary of the United States Air For an’ to authoriz 

the Seeretary of the Air Force to exten’ aid to Civil Air Patrol in the fulfillment 


of its objectives, and for other purposes 


This act revises and amends other law so as to enable the Depart- 
ment of the Air Force to better render the support necessary for the 
Civil Air Patrol to perform its assigned mission as an Air Force 
auxiliary, 

Pusiic Law 370—H. R. 7329 


lo repeal section 1174 of the Revised Statutes, as am ‘e!, relat 
operation of mecieal officers with line officers in superi 
el te men 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Puspuic Law 371—H. R. 7328 

oom 2 cd ‘3 

oO promote the national Cefense by authorizir he constr mn of aeronautical 

Visory Committ for Aeronauties neces- 
sary to the effective prosecuti m of aeronautwal research 


~ 


research facilities by the National 


This bill authorized certain additional research facilities at the 
Langley Aeronautical Laboratory in Virginia, the Ames Aeronautical 
Laboratory in California, and at the Lewis Flight Propulsion Labora- 
torv in Ohio, 

Pustiic Law 3879—H. R. 6374 


To revise certain laws relating to warrant lie of tl \ Navy, Air Force, 


Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and for other noses 


H. R. 6374 was one of the major legislative items of the committee 
during the 83d Congress. This bill became Public Law 379 and is 
cited as the “Warrant Officer Act of 1954.’ This law revises the laws 
relating to warrant officers of all the Armed Forces and establishes a 
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uniform promotion system for Regular warrant officers, a uniform 
elimination system and a uniform retirement system for warrant 
officers of the Armed Forces. For the first time all warrant officers 
will be eligible for consideration for promotion after stated periods of 
service and if selected will be promoted to the higher warrant grades 
Warrant officers not selected will be separated and given severance 
pay ina manner similar to that now in effect for commissioned officers 


Pusiic Law 381—H. R. 4231 


To authorize appointments to the United States Military Acacemy and United 


States Naval Academy of sons of certain individuals who were killed in action 

or who Cied or shall die as a result of active service in World War I, World War 

if or between the period beginning June 27 LOSO, and ending on a date pro 
il ned by the Presi lent or Congress 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
Pusiic Law 383—H. R. 7308 


To repeal sectior 307 of title IIT of the Feceral Civil Defense Act of 1950, as 
amended 


This act extends certain emergency powers of the President under 
the Federal Civil Defense Act, which would otherwise expire on June 
30, 1954, until June 30, 1958. 


Pusiic Law 384—H. R. 7541 


To promote the national defense by including a representatiye of the Department 
of Defense as a member of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronauties 


H. R. 7541 is a perfecting amendment to existing law. The organic 
act of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (38 Stat. 
930; 50 U.S. C. 151a), provides that the Chairman of the Research 
and Development Board of the Department of Defense shall be 1 of 
the 17 members of NACA appointed by the President. The Presi- 
dent’s Reorganization Plan No. 6, relating to the Department of 
Defense, which became effective June 30, 1953, transferred the func- 
tions of the Research and Development Board to the Secretary of 
Defense and abolished the office of Chairman of the Research and 
Development Board. 


Pusuic Law 388—H. R. 2225 


To provide for sundry administrative matters affecting the Department of 
Defense, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is to provide for sundry administrative 
matters affecting the military departments and some other Govern- 
ment departments. The bill provides for the removal of charges 
outstanding in the accounts of advances to governmental depart- 
ments. The bill also relieves the Department of the Navy of its 
obligation to replace binoculars which were loaned to the Navy during 
World War II. The Navy is also provided authority to sell emergency 
supplies and fuel to merchant ships in distress. Another provision of 
the bill makes appropriations chargeable for payment of reimburse- 
ment of general average contributions in connection with the trans- 
portation of baggage and household goods of military or civilian per- 
sonnel of the Government. 
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Pusitic Law 403—S. 3096 


To further amend section 4 of the Act of September 9, 1950, in relation to the 
utilization in an enlisted grade or rank in the Armed Forces of physicians 
dentists, or those in an allied specialist category 


Public Law 403 provides that any person heretofore or hereafter 
inducted under the doctors draft law, or any person ordered to 
active duty under that law, who fails to qualify for, or to accept a 
commission, or whose commission is terminated, may be utilized in 
his professional capacity in an enlisted grade or rank. This law, in 
effect, permits the services to induct a physician or dentist who 
cannot qualify for a commission and use his professional services in 
an enlisted capacity. It overcomes a circuit court of appeals decision 
which directed the discharge of any physician or dentist who was 
not commissioned. Likewise, it prevents any individual physician 
or dentist from escaping military service by merely claiming immunity 
under the fifth amendment 


Pusitic Law 407—H. R. 8635 


To affirm the temporary appointments of certain officers of the Navy, and for 
other purposes 


This act affirms the temporary promotions of certain officers of the 
Navy made under the act of July 24, 1941. Under the provisions of 
the new law, such promotions are considered to have been made undet 
the Officer Personnel Act of 1947 which entitles those individuals to 
the benefits of that act including severance pay for those who hav: 
twice failed of selection. 


Puspiic Law 408—S. 3446 (H. R. 9119 


To amend the Act of January 6, 1951 (64 Stat. 1221), by authorizing certair 
rehabilitation at the United States Military Acacemy 


This act authorizes the rehabilitation of two barracks at the United 
States Military Academy. 


Pusiic Law 410—H. R. 2226 
To repeal the provision of the Act of July 1, 1902 (32 Stat. 662), as amended, 
relating to pay of civilian employees of the Navy Department appointed for 
duty beyond the continental limits of the United States and in Alaska 


Before the enactment of this act, new appointees of the Navy 
Department appointed to overseas duty received pay only from the 
date of sailing from the United States and until the date of return to 
the United States whereas salary was being provided new appointees 
of the other military de ‘partments from the point of recruitment or the 
place of actual residence. The act repeals a special statute and thus 
removes an inequity and permits the Navy Department to function 
in this connection on the same basis as the other military departments 


Puspuic Law 435—H. R. 8456 


To provide for the conveyance of certain hospital supplies and equipment of th 
United States to the city of Gulfport and to Harrison, County, Mississipp 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
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Pusntic Law 459—S. 932 


fo equalize the treatment accorded to commissioned officers of the Veterinary 


Corrs with that accorded to commissioned officers of other corps of the Army 


Medical Service, and for other purposes 

S. 932 increases from 2 to 3 vears the amount of constructive service 
credit allowed at the time of appointment to a person appointed as a 
Regular Army officer in the Veterinary Corps under the Officer Per- 
sonnel Act, as well as the amount of service creditable for promotion 
and sen1ority This bill Is also applicable to the Air Foree. 


Pusnuic Law 477—S. 2217 (H. R. 3997 
lo amend section 67 of the National Defense Act, as amenced, to provide for an 
active-duty status for all United States property and fiseal officers 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Puspntic Law 493—H. R. 9340 
To provide for the convevance of the federally owned lands whieh are situated 
within Camp Blanding Military Reservation, Florida, to the Armory Board, 
State of Florida, in order to consolidate ownership and perpetuate the avail- 
ability of Camp Blanding for military training and use 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
Pusuic Law 495—S. 1999 


To provide for the recovery, care, and disposition of remains of members of the 
uniformed services and certain other personnel, and for other purposes 

This act effects a codification of the numerous statutes enacted dur- 
ing’ past vears relating to the recovery, care, and disposition of the 
remains of members of the uniformed services and personnel serving 
with or legally accompanying them. In addition to effe ting such 
codification, the act extends present benefits to a limited number of 
persons not heretofore covered, 


Pusutic Law 501—H. R. 9008 


To provide for the deposit of savings of enlisted members of the Army, Navy, 
Air Foree, and Marine Corps, and for other purposes 


This act makes permanent the temporary authority for the deposit 
of savings by enlisted members of the armed services. 


Pusiic Law 502—H. R. 9561 
To correct typographical errors in Public Law 368, 83d Congress 
The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
Pusiic Law 506—S. 3539 
To further amend title IT of the Career Compensation Act of 1949, as amended, 
to provide for the computation of reenlistment bonuses for members of the 
uniformed services 


S. 3539 was probably one of the most important bills to be passed 
by the 83d Congress in connection with our enlisied personnel. This 
bill, now Public Law 506, provided a new method for computing 
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reenlistment bonuses for members of the uniformed services. Under 
this law, payments will be related not only to the number of years in 
the reenlistment contract, but also to the grade in which the enlisted 
member is serving at the time he completes his prior enlistment. In 
addition, the law allows a larger bonus for the first reenlistment. with 
progressively lesser amounts for the second, third, and fourth reen- 
listments based on the theory that the monetary incentive for reen- 
listment can properly decrease as the equity in retirement benefits 
increases. The average reenlistment bonus to be paid under the new 
law will be $536.93, as contrasted with the existing average of $238.10. 


Pusiic Law 508—S. 2468 (H. R. 6003 


To authorize the President to appoint to the grade of general in the Army of 
United States those officers who, in grade of lieutenant 


the 
general, commanded 
the Army Ground Forces or commanded an Army during World War II, and 
for other purposes 


This act, in effect, authorized the promotion to the grade of general 
of 11 lheutenant generals who held certain important commands during 
World War IT and who would have attained this 4-star rank during 
World War II except for administrative delays and the press of 
World War II. 


Pusuic Law 509—H. R. 6422 


A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Army to convey to the Covernment’s 
grantors certain lands erroneously conveyed by them to the United States 


This act originally related only to a single grantor, the St. Regis 
Paper Co. However, when it was ascertained that the St. Regis 
Paper Co. was only one of several grantors who conveyed more prop- 
erty to the United States than either it or the Government intended, 
the Department recommended and the committee accepted an 
amendment which will permit all such errors to be rectified as they 
have or shall appear in the future. 


Puspiic Law 523-—-H. R. 8247 
To provide for the restoration and maintenance of the U. S. S. Constitution and 
to authorize the disposition of the U. S S. Conste lation, Ts S. S. Hartford, 
U.S. 8. Olympia, and U.S. 8. Oregon, and for other purposes 
The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 
Pusiic Law 528—H. R. 9005 


To continue the effectiveness of the Act of July 17, 1953 (67 Stat. 177) 


This act will continue the statutory authority for the Secretaries of 
the Army, Navy, and Air Force to expand and maintain productive 
capacity in Government-owned and privately owned plants in order 
to meet current or mobilization military production requirements, 
with ownership remaining in the Government for those facilities 
placed in privately owned plants. 
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Pusiic Law 529—H. R. 9006 


To amend the Act of Mav 22, 1896, as amended, concerning the loan or gift of 
works or art and other material 


The purpose of this bill is to amend existing law so that 28 war 
paintings, which are trophies of war captured from German troops in 
North Africa, may be donated to the Australian War Memorial in 
Camberra, Australia 


Pusntic Law 534—H. R. 9242 
To authorize construction at military and naval installations and for the Alaska 
Communications System, and for other purposes 
This act is the fiscal vear 1955 military construction authority. 
Pustic Law 537—S. 3197 
lo authorize the acceptance of conditional gifts to further the defense effort 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Pusiic Law 548—H. R. 8571 
lo authorize the construction of naval vessels, and for other purposes 


This act will authorize the Navy to undertake the construction of, 
or to acquire and convert, vessels in the amount of 16,000 tons in the 
combatant category. These vessels comprise 4,000 tons in the mine- 
warfare subcategory and 12,000 tons in the patrol subcategory. 


Pusiic Law 549—H. R. 6725 


To extend the authority for the appointment of certain officers .in the Regular 
Navy and Marine Corps 


This act extended to July 1, 1955, the law which permits the Navy 
and Marine Corps to transfer temporary and Reserve Navy and 
Marine Corps officers to the Regular Navy and Regular Marine Corps 
in grades not above lieutenant in the Regular Navy and captain in the 
Regular Marine Corps. 


Pusiic Law 562—H. R. 9689 


lo provide for two additional assistant secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air 
Foree, respectively 
This legislation requires that one of the new Assistant Secretaries in 
each of the military departments be appointed as ‘Assistant Secretary 
for Financial Management.”’ This act should enable the military 
departments to operate more efficiently. 


Puspiic Law 575—S. 3458 (H. R. 7330) 


To authorize the long-term time charter of tankers by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and for other purposes 


This bill, as modified in conference with the Senate, authorizes the 
chartering of 15 high-speed tankers and the direct construction by 
the Government of 5 tankers. 
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Pusitic Law 614—H. R. 9000 


To integrate the Judge Advocate’s promotion list with that of the Army to restore 
lost seniority and grade, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title 
Pusiic Law 618—H. R. 2224 


lo amend the Army-Navy Medical Services Corps Act of 1947 (61 Stat. 734), as 
amended, so as to authorize the appointment of a Chief of the Medical Services 
Corps of the Navy, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this act is stated in the tith 


fo authorize the Seeretary of the Navy to dispose of certair neompleted nava 
vessels, and f 


l yr other purposes 
This bill would authorize the scrapping of the Cast DD-720) ane 
Woodrow R. Thompson (DD 72) and would ratify the action taken 
bv the Navy Department in scrapping the //oel (DD-768) and the 
Abner Read (DD-769) and m discontinuing construction of the 
Lancetfish SS-—296) and Turbot (SS-427 
Pusuic Law 644—H. R. 7131 


To repeal a limitation on pay of certain officers of the Nav nd Marine Corps 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title 


Pusuic Law 676—H. R. 6223 


To amend section 87 of the National Defense Act of June 3, 1916, as amended 


(32 U.S. C. 47), to relieve the States from pecuniary lial for property lost, 


damaged, or destroyed through unavoidable causes and to authorize the States 
to be relieved from accountability in any case except where it shall appear 
that the loss, damage, or destruction of the property was e to carelessness 


or negligence or could have been avoided by the exercise of reasonable care 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Pusuic Law 688—H. R. 7734 


To amend section 47 of the National Defense Act to relieve State operate | educa 
tional institutions, under stated conditions, from giving bond for certain prop- 
erty issued Dy the United States for use by Reserve Officers Training Corps 
units maintained at such institutions 


The purpose of this bill, as it passed both the House and the Senate, 
is to authorize the Secretaries of the Army and Air Force to fix the 
amount of bond to be given by all educational institutions operating 
ROTC programs for the safeguarding of Government property. En- 
actment of the bill will assure proper indemnification for lost or stolen 
property and will also allow the institutions to furnish bonds with 
much lower premiums. 


Pusuic Law 696—H. R. 9302 
To permit retired members of the uniformed services to revoke elections made 
under the Uniformed Services Contingency Option Act of 1953 in certain cases 
where the elections were made because of mathematical errors or misinformation 


The purpose of the act is stated in the title, 








20) ACTIVITIES OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 


Pusuic Law 701—S. 22 
lo validate certain payments for accrued leave made to members of the Armed 
Fores who accepted discharge for the purpose of immediate reenlistment for 
lehinit period 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title 


Puspiic Law 709—S. 3189 


Providing for the conveyance by the United States to the Monterev County 
klood Control and Water Conservation District, Monterey County, California, 
f certain lands in Camp Roberts Military Reservation, California 


The district will pay fair market value for the property conveyed 
and it would appear that the United States will gain certain advan- 


tages over the construction of a reservoir in this area, 


Puspuic Law 711 S. 3595 


Tod ct the Secret 


a ot t Army to eon Vv ceertain prop rtv located in El 
Paso, Texas. and deseribed as part ol l’ort Bliss, to the State of Texas 


This property may be used only for military purposes. 
Pusitic Law 712—S. 3750 


lo direct the Secretary of the Air Foree to convey certain property located in 
proximity to San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, to the State of Texa 
This property may be used only for military purposes 


Pusniic Law 713—S. 3822 


] aut rize the convevance to the Stat of Texas of approximately nit acres 


land in Houston, Texas, to be used for National Guard purposes 


The purpose of this bill is stated in the title 


Pusuic Law 733—S. 3712 
Te ithorize the Commander, Air University, to confer appropriate degrees upon 
por ho meet all requirements for those degrees in the Resident College of 


t} | ted Stat 


s Air Fore Institute of Technology 


The purpose of the bill i stated in the title 


Pusputic Law 765—H. R. 9924 


To pro le for family quarters for personnel of the military departm«e nts of the 
f } 


Department of Defense and thei dep ndents, and for other purposes 
The purpose of this bill is stated in the title. 


> 


Pusiic Law 773—H. R. 6573 


Providing for the promotion, precedence, constructive eredit, distribution, 


retention, and elimination of officers of the Reserve components of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, and for other purposes 


The purpose of this bill is to provide a statutory system for the 
promotion of all officers of the Reserve components. Enactment of 
this bill will establish a fair and equitable promotion system, by 
statute, which will parallel, insofar es practicable, the provisions for 
promotion of Regular officers under the Officer Personnel Act of 1947. 
This is one of the most far-reaching legislative items concerning the 
Reserve components to be enacted by Congress in many years. 
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Private Laws 
PrivaTE Law 40—S. 709 


To give proper recognition to the distinguished service of Colonel J. Claud 
Kimbrough 


lhe purpose of this act is stated in the title 
PrivaTE Law 92—H. R. 5527 
To authorize the employment in a civilian position in the Office of the Secretary of 


Defense of Lieutenant General Graves Blanchard Erskine, 
from the United States Marine Corps, and for other purposes 


mr YT rerirearnry nT 
ipon retirement 


The purpose of this act is stated in the title. 


Private Law 345—H. R. 6025 
To authorize the Secretary of the Army to grant a license to the Leahi Hospita 
a nonprofit institution, to use certain United States property in the city and 
county of Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii 


This bill would authorize the secretary of the (Army to grant an 
revocable license to the Leahi Hospital, a nonprofit institution, pro- 
viding for the use for parking purposes of a 4.431-acre parcel of land in 
Honolulu, T. H The property is not needed at this time by the 
United States. 

Private Law 416—H. R. 9004 
To authorize the appointment as United States Commissioner, International 
Boundary and Water Commission, United States and Mexico, of Colonel 
Leland Hazelton Hewitt, United States Army, retired, and for other purposes 


The purpose of the act is stated in the title. 


PrivatE Law 446—H. R. 5416 


To authorize the advancement of certain lieutenants on the retired list of the Navy 


This act authorized the advancement of five retired lieutenants to 
the grade of lieutenant commander on the retired list. This private 
law, not important to the general public, but important to the five 
individuals involved, eliminated an inequity which had been in 
existence for some time. 


PrivaTE Law 447—S. 3476 


To provide for the advancennent of Commander Donald B. Mae Millan, United 
States Naval Reserve (retired), to the grade of rear admiral on the retired list 
This act advanced the famous Arctic explorer, Comdr. Donald B. 

MacMillan, United States Naval Reserve, retired, to the grade of 

rear admiral on the retired list While the law does not give Com- 

mander MaeMillan any increase in financial benefits because of his 

Reserve service, it nevertheless recognizes his great contributions in 

the field of Arctic exploration. 


Report OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS ConpuctEeD First AND SECOND 
SESSIONS, 83p CONGRESS 


House Resolution 125, passed February 24, 1953, authorized studies 
and investigations by the Armed Services Committee on all matters 
within its jurisdiction. House Resolution 156, passed March 5, 1953, 
appropriated moneys therefor. On March 5, 1953, the following 
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subcommittee was appointed: Mr. Hess, of Ohio, chairman; Mr. Cun- 
ningham, of lowa; Mr. Bates, of Massachusetts; Mr. Nelson, of 
Maine; Mr. Hébert, of Louisiana; Mr. Fisher, of Texas; and Mr. 
Hardy, of Virginia. A staff was assembled in March and the subcom- 
mittee held its first hearing March 16, 1953. 

The subcommittee was increased during the second session by the 
addition of Mr. Gavin of Pennsylvania to the majority side and Mr 
Rivers of South Carolina to the minority side 

During the first session, there were 33 days of hearings at which 
6,657 folios of testimony were taken. During the second session, 
there were 40 days of hearings at which 5,042 folios of testimony were 
taken 

Thus, during the period of slightly over 16 months of the 2 sessions 
of Congress, the subcommittee was in full session 73 days and took a 
total of 11,699 folios of testimony, a large part of which has been 
published 

To this must be added a 31-day inspection trip made by the sub- 
ommittee to defense installations in the European countries. Exclu- 
sive, therefore, of executive business sessions of which no records were 
made, the subcommittee was in full session 104 days. The prime 
targets have been waste in the military establishments, irregularities 
in contracting, influence peddling, and inefficiency in administration. 

The subcommittee had under consideration and reported on 137 
specific complaints made by Members of Congress during the first 
session and 42 such cases reported tn the second session or a total of 
179 specifie cases. The subject matter of these inquiries was not 
such as to require printed publication but these investigations were 
made as a matter of service to Members and were handled directly 
with the Member with the full understanding of the subcommittee 
itself. The following are some of the subjects having a public interest 
upon which the subcommittee either has reported upon or which it 
will report upon. 


I. DEFENSE CATALOGING AND STANDARDIZATION ACT, PUBLIC LAW 436, 


82D CONGRESS 


The subcommittee held 4 days of public hearings in March on the 
operation under the Single Catalog and Standardization Act. The 
hearings have been published and the subcommittee has filed a report 
concerning the program and progress made under this law. 

The subcommittee’s report was critical of the interdepartmental 
controversies over the implementation of the law and it expressed 
its concern with the rate of progress. The subcommittee was alerted 
to see that the single catalog is developed in accordance with the 
longtime intent of Congress 


Il. RESTRICTIVE SPECIFICATIONS AND BIDDING 


The subcommittee made an investigation of the expenditure of 
money by the Army Ordnance Corps for tire testing and filed its 
report May 29, 1953. The report condemned the expenditure of 
nearly one-half million dollars annually by the Army Ordnance 
Corps for a process that duplicates testing of tires bought from 
commercial producers. ‘The Defense Appropriation Act forbids the 
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use of any moneys, by the services, for such expenditures by specific 
amendment. 
III. ARMED SERVICES EXCHANGES 


Following numerous complaints and the sworn charges of the 
American Retail Federation, a complete review of the operation of the 
exchanges was made. Present operations were compared with the 
recommendations of the Philbin committee of 1949 which have been 
approved by the Armed Services Committee. Some of the criticism 
was answered. It was the opinion of the subcommittee that there 
were adequate regulations and laws governing the use and operation 
of exchanges; that the failures were in enforcement of these regula- 
tions. There were other findings and recommendations, but in the 
main it was found that the exchanges were a necessary morale factor; 
that the beneficiaries were the sons and daughters of the American 
taxpayers, at their military posts, who required exchanges to make 
purchases of their small merchandising requirements 


IV. ARMY ORDNANCE (CHICAGO AND NEW YORK 


A thorough investigation was made of procurement practices fot 
large-caliber ammunition in the Chicago Ordnance District. Ove 
2 OOO pages ot testimony as well as written staff reports are under 
advisement. This study has been completed and is awaiting the 
concurrence of the membership. 

The subcommittee held 5 davs of hearings in New York and inter- 
viewed over 100 witnesses concerning charges made of irregularities 
in that district. The subcommittee was split into four separate 
hearing groups. Some “leads’’ developed in these hearings and ar 
now being further investigated. 


V. INFLUENCE PEDDLING AND “LEAKING? OF INFORMATION 
The subcommittee held 9 days of hearings on allegations of at- 
tempted influence peddling and “leakage’’ of information concerning 
procurement of Government contracts 


VI. STANDARDIZATION 


The subcommittee held 2 days hearings on proposed standardization 
by the Army, of 210 c. f. m. compressors to the exclusion of competition 
under an exception contained in the Armed Services Procurement Act 
for technical equipment and also under the emergency provisions of 
that act. 


VII. STANDARDIZATION OF DETECTING DEVICES FOI TESTING OF 
PACKAGED GOODS 


A vast loss occurs by reason of the deterioration of packed and 
stored goods. Seven davs hearings (and a staff study) have been 
completed on waste occurring in storage of material not adequately 
packaged and inadequately tested; and the whole subject of preserva- 
tion by packaging of defense materiel. 

The subcommittee took 401 folios of testimony in December of 1953 
and January 1954 on the subject of packaging. An intensive study 
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was made by the subcommittee into the waste and losses allegedly 
resulting from faulty packaging and the means of protecting against 





the same —all in furtherance a tion 4 (b) of the Defense Cataloging 
and Standardization Act, Publie Law 436, 82d Congress. That 
report, dated March 12, 1954, h, aa heen seblishod Hac part of a series 
of standardization shudies, The findings of the subeommittee have 


been widely circulated in industry and are in frequent demand as a 


source of information. The report is a composite of experiences of the 


various military departments and suppliers, 
VIII. STANDARDIZATION OF PREFABRICATED HOUSES 


The subcommittee held 4 davs hearings on the proposal to stand- 
ardize steel pref: ietiated be iildings. Both industry and the services 


were heard as well as the Standardization Agency. 


IX. DEFECTIVE MACHINE PARTS INSPECTION 


The subcommittee has paid close attention to the inspection 
services of the military. It has pointed up failures in this regard. It 
intercepted a shipment and caused an inspection to be made on the 
spot, showing that a tremendous volume of defective material (which 
would have made the tanks wholly inoperative) had gotten into the 
supply line through failures of inspection. The subcommittee has a 
continuing interest in failures of this character. 


X. CLOTHING RACKET 


The subcommittee conducted 2 days hearings on alleged irres- 
ponsible bidding in the New York Quartermaster Procurement Dis- 
tract. This report resulted in the Army being able to cancel out 
irresponsible bidders. 


XI. MILITARY ATTACHE SYSTEM 


The subcommittee took under consideration the deployment of 
military personnel in the attaché system. The testimony is of a 
restric ted nature. 


XII. DISAPPEARANCE OF MAJ. WILLIAM V. HOLOHAN 


A special investigative subcommittee consisting of Mr. Cole, of 
New York, and Mr. Kilday, of Texas, was appointed to.study and 
make further investigations on the disappearance and death of Maj. 
William V. Holohan behind enemy lines in December 1944. A report 
was issued July 16, 1953. Amendment of the Criminal Code was 
recommended to give civil courts concurrent jurisdiction with military 
courts to try offenders in the employ of the United States Govern- 
ment and engaged in duties outside the United States, who commit 
any felony ai common law. 


XITI. EUROPEAN INSPECTION TRIP 


None of the testimony in Europe was recorded, but staff notes were 
taken. A great many of the subjects discussed were of a highly classi- 
fied nature. A secret report is, therefore, lodged in the files of the 
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subcommittee. However, the subes ommittee did publish a report on 
subjec ts of public interest. The a lema nd for this document has eCX- 
ceeded that of any other document published by the subcommittee. 
[t is now tn its fourth printing. . 


XIV. SUBCOMMITTEE RULES AND PROCEDURI 


The subcommittee, ih he bruary fs formalized, adopted, and promul- 
gated rules for the conduct of its business. It published compendium 
of all pertinent information on the organization, sources of the author- 
itv of the subcommittee, the pertinent rules of the House and of the 
Constitution concerning the coniuet of its business, together with rules 
of procedure. This document contains 10 subcommittee rules (which 
are in addition to the Rules of the House of Representatives and the 
rules of the Committee on Armed Services). These rules were specifi- 
cally made as a guide to all persons having business before the sub- 
committee. They have been favorably commented upon in the publie 
press, in law journals, and other professional publications as being a 
needed safeguard for the conduct of investigative proceedings of the 
House, considering the legislative purpose served, and the rights of 
persons who testify. 


XV. CHARGE OF NEGLIGENCE AGAINST THE NAVY DEPARTMENT 


The subcommittee conducted an investigation of an alleged charge 
of negligence, made by the Federal Maritime Administrator, against 
the Navy Department. Those conclusions, published with testimony, 
were promptly circulated for the protection of the good name of all 
concerned. 


XVI. UNFORTUNATE DEATH OF TWO OFFICER CANDIDATES 


The subcommittee conducted an investigation into the deaths of 
two officer candidates who died while in training at the Marine Corps 
station at Quantico, Va. The investigation resulted in a change in 
the training regulations and procedures of the Marine Corps to prevent 


recurrence of any such unfortunate incident. The inquiry was con- 
ducted with the complete cooperation of the Marine Corps and of 
kin of the deceased. The recommendations and conclusions of the 


subcommittee have been fully implemented and adopted by the 
interested service and have furnished a valuable guide for training 
programs. 

XVII. AIRSTRIP PAVING MATERIALS 


In February, the subcommittee conducted a public hearing on the 
respective merits of asphalt as opposed to concrete, as an airstrip 
paving material. Industry and Government officials were all invited 
to appear. Their views have been recorded in a public document, 
which has been widely circulated. The subecommittee’s conclusions 
have been the subject of much favorable comment in the public 
press. It is believed that this undertaking was a valuable contribu- 
tion to an understanding of defense costs for the information of the 
Congress as well as contractors and builders. The savings resulting 
from the subcommittee’s conclusions, based on the evidence before 
it, and implemented by departmental directives, will exceed $50 million 
before the conclusion of the fiscal year. 
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XIII. BIDDING IRREGULARITIES 


The subcommittee conducted open hearings on irregularities in 
bidding by the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, who 
were in charge of construction of ordnance facilities at Corozal, C. Z. 
This has resulted in a series of recommendations having to do with 
revising of bidding provisions with regard to so-called late bids. 
Specific recommendations were made for reforming these regulations 
where fraud is either suggested or indicated, to conform more nearly to 
judicial processes and to protect the innocent as well as punish the 
cuilty 

XIX. LETTING OF NAVY SHIPBUILDING CONTRACTS 


The subcommittee conducted an inquiry into the letting of Navy 
Department contracts, on a negotiated basis, for the construction of 
three destroyers. The information contained with reference to the 
status of the shipbuilding industry has been widely circulated and is 


a valuable source for interested concerns. 


XX. RESTRICTIVE SPECIFICATIONS 


The subcommittee is currently investigating alle red discrimination 
| 


an restrictive specifications in refrigeration units. This is a study 


i 
in which the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice has 
manifested a continuing interest because of possible violation ot 
antitrust laws. The contractor has claimed prejudice because of a loss 
of the source of component sreq ured to complete the contract Other 
facets of the inquiry have to do more specifically with restrictive 


speciiteations 


XXI. MISUSE OF AIR FORCE AMBULANCI 


The subcommittee has issued a report on the misuse and damage to 
an Air Force ambulance, which was the personal responsibility of an 
individual airman. This has resulted in corrective administrative 
action. 


XXII. TRANSPORTATION COSTS 


The subeommittee made an intensive investigation of discrimina- 
tion, resulting in the disqualification of a bidder for the transporting of 
office furniture and equipment by military departments. A misin- 
terpretation of law and regulations has been reversed as a result of 
subcommittee action and the savings to the Government is in many 
thousands of dollars. 


XXIII. DISCRIMINATION IN FAVOR OF PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES 


This was a highly controversial and volatile subject; but an in- 
vestigation was made and a report published which has found most of 
the charges to be substantiated and all of the complaints subject to 
correction by administrative action of the Department of the Army 
(which was the principal source of the complaints). The Department 
of the Army instituted a monitoring system which it is believed will 
result in considerable savings in the future, as a result of the subcom- 
mittee’s findings. 
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XXIV. ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS COMPLAINTS 


The subcommittee has substantially completed a complaint made 
against the Aberdeen Proving Ground of the Army Ordnance Corps 
by newswriters formally employed by it. The large portion of the 
testimony will be taken coincidental with the filing of this report and 
the testimony will be published. 


XXV. SPANISH AIRBASES 


The subcommittee since its inspection trip to Spain in 1953, fol- 
lowing the signing of the Spanish accord, has maintained a continuing 
inquiry into the progress of the work on these bases. It is currently 
conducting a staff study and has made field inspections to keep abreast 
with the progress. These observations and conclusions have been 
submitted for the information of the Congress. 

Several complaints of alleged influence peddling have been investi- 
gated and found without merit. 


MISCELLANEOUS CASES RE ARMED SERVICES PROCUREMENT ACT 


Inquiries on which no reports were made, but which pertain to the 
Armed Services Procurement Act, are as follows: 

1. Beech Aircraft: A proposal to award a contract for Navy trainers 
to other than low bidder. This complaint was thoroughly investi- 
gated and found to be without merit. 

2. Surplus materials: A protest concerning the procedural handling 
of purchase orders for surplus materials. This inquiry is not com- 
pleted but when completed, it is believed it will result in a substantial 
improvement of the method of procuring termination inventory stocks 
in the industry of surplus dealers when requirements for components 
originate while the end products are still in use. 

3. Construction at militarv installation: The subcommittee investi- 
gated the alleged irregularities in construction and supervisory con- 
tracts at Fort Dix, N.J., inquiry of which is not fully completed as of 
this writing. 

4. Procurement of locks: Investigation was conducted of restrictive 
specifications in the procurement of locks by the Department of the 
Navy 
5. Sale of surplus shoes by the Navy Department. 

6. Proposed removal of a portion of a Navy facility from Philadel- 
phia. to Kansas City. 

7. Alleged irregularities at the Lockheed Aireraft Corp. at Burbank, 
Calif. 

8. Costs of heating at Charleston, 5S. C. 

9. Alleged excess cost of repacking domestic items for reshipment 
overseas. 

10. Alleged discriminatory specifications issued by the Tank Auto- 
motive Center at Detroit. 

11. Alleged irregularities in the purchase of meat at Camp Lejeune 

12. Alleged irregularities in the sale of Government property at the 
General Eleciric plant at Evandale, Ohio. 

13. Procurement of lubricated plug valves by the military 
depariments. 
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Most of these complaints were found to be without merit, but where 
corrective action was required in some minor instances, it was taken; 
but it was not felt by the subcommittee that the incidents cited 
represented a pattern which required correction either through 
administrative action or reculation 

The subcommiitee also investigated and has, coincidentally with 
this report, published findings and conclusions on: 

a) Discrimination resulting from a preaward survey visit to a 
South Carolina concern (Air-A-Plane Corp 

b) Six different inquiries into complaints largely having to do with 
contracting 

The subcommittee has, in addition, maintained a continuing interest 
in Air Force requirement for jet air-test cells. The price of these cells 
in the open market has dropped materially because of the subeom- 
miitee’s interest; and the savings to the Government extend into the 
multimillion-dollar bracket 


SUMMARY 


Recapitulating, the subcommittee cites the evaluation of its 
activities made Dy anewspaper s\ ndicate froma study ofitsown. The 
article is as follows 


| Re ert Crater 

W ASHINGTO June 26 \ House subcommittee tracking down waste in 
military spending says it has saved taxpavers $200 million since March 1953 

Wi have fiviire to prove that 1 cl savs the ehairma Cor resstmmal 
Willia | LH Republican, Ohi “Actually, what we’ve done will save 
I l re nillions 5 

dive Hess Subcommittee or Defense etivities nerfe rms like an ambitious 
pris ite eve fter Convress vote mone for the military, the committee cheeks 
pt er W it beit ent 


The committee convineed the Air Force that asphalt paving was as practical 


as concrete for some runways The savings amounted to $50 milliot 

Committee investigators delved into the case of a subcontractor who had too 
many workers building plane fuselages \ few months after the checkup the 
builder eut his foree from 3,900 to 1,900 persons. It was a e st-plus contract 
and the savings for taxpavers was S5 millior 

( wut Airbase, Ill., wanted 16 conerete, soundproof testing chambers for 
jet engines Mlaborate specifications showed each would cost upward $400,000 
The Hess subeommittee argued this was too high and recommended ste | cham- 
bers at half the price Alarmed, the conerete people cut their price to match 


Net sav y $3. 200.000 
The Air Force needs 68 more chambers,’ Hess said. “If the savings is carried 
out in the building of the remaining units, there will be an additional bonus for 


{ 





Laxpar f about S14 million 

Hearings haven’t always been necessary to cut down costs in military spending, 

Hi s out 
I} re fact that our committee exists helps keep the military on its toes 
If we didn’t do a lick of work we’d save the people millions of dollars.”’ 

Savings amounting to a ‘‘mere”’ half million have been made by the committee 
in manvinstanees. These include the use of “pop-up” toasters in kitchens instead 
of the more costly “rotary”? tvpe the military liked 

In another instance, uhe Hess committee made a manufacturer take back and 
rework defective tank parts, saving taxpavers $211,000. 


Seven employees, under the direction of a special counsel, conducted 
the staff work. The total expenditures for reporting, travel, station- 
ery, salaries, telephone, ete., amounted to $91,461.17. 

The subcommittee published 26 reports which have been circulated 
for the public information. 


™ 
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